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And throughout his whole essay he Insists very
strongly on the value, even to actual belief in the
West, of a critical study of the Buddhist system.

Dr. Deussen, Professor of Philosophy at Kiel, has
even gone so far as to publish a handbook for stu-
dents entitled Elements of Metaphysics, in which In-
dian thought is throughout compared and used,
alongside with European speculation. And I know
from your presence here to-day, that you at least
will cordially agree with the committee representing
centres of higher education in America, that the
comparative study of religious belief (which must
be very largely, and even mainly, the history of
Oriental belief) has come to be a matter of real im-
portance to Western students. It would be beyond
the scope of a lecturer on this subject to touch upon
the possible influence of its study upon the religion
of the future. But it is a matter of historic fact
that the great epochs of intellectual progress have
been precisely those when two different and even
antagonistic systems of thought have been ferment-
ing in the same minds. The two systems are, as it
were, the father and mother, whose progeny, more
like, perhaps, to one of its parents, still possesses
some of the characteristics of both, and escapes
from the evil results of too exclusive and narrow an
interbreeding.